
February 14th brings us Valentine’s
Day in honor of St. Valentine, the “Patron
Saint of Lovers.” The holiday is celebrated
in Ireland as it is in the United States, with
candy, flowers and the professionally writ-
ten greeting card. One would think a store
bought note would be unnecessary for the
Irish who are famous for their enchanting
ballads, legendary poets and gift of gab,
especially since that way with words gave
Ireland a special connection to St. Valentine.

Ireland has had St. Valentine (literally)
in their backyard since 1836. That year,
Pope Gregory XVI sent a gift of St. Valen-
tine’s remains to the Carmelite Church on
Whitefriar Street, Dublin. The gift was in
recognition of the work of the church’s
former prior, John Spratt. Father Spratt
was widely recognized as a very holy
man, who had gone to Rome in 1835. His
fame as a preacher had gone before him.
The elite of Rome went to hear him speak.
He received many tokens of esteem from
doyens of the church, including the Pope.
The gift of a small gold-bound casket 
containing the earthly remains of this
Christian martyr had been exhumed from
the cemetery of St. Hyppolytus on the
Tiburtine Way in Rome. It was placed in a
golden casket and brought to Dublin,
where it was enshrined in the little church
with great ceremony.

Each year, on February 14th, the 
casket containing Saint Valentine’s mortal
remains is carried in solemn procession to
the high altar of the Carmelite Church for
a special Mass dedicated to young people
and those in love.  On this feast-day, there
are special sermons and a short ceremony
for the Blessing of the Rings for those
about to be married. Throughout the year,
the shrine is visited by couples who come
to pray to Valentine and to ask him to
watch over them in their lives together.

St. Valentine was a Roman Priest 
during the reign of Claudius II, who was
against the church. Claudius dictated an
edict that prohibited the marriage of young
people. It was thought that unmarried 
soldiers fought better than married ones
because the married ones were afraid of
what could happen to their family if they
died. Valentine secretly married couples in
the Church despite the edict and was 
imprisoned and ultimately put to death.

St. Valentine’s Shrine
Whitefriar Street Church, Dublin, Ireland

The inspiring words of John Spratt gave
Ireland St. Valentine. The Irish talent of
turning a phrase gave us poems from Yates
and ballads like Galway Girl. Irishmen are
known for having silver-tongues which
have brought them fortune, good and bad.  

I am one result of a sweet talking Irish
American. My first-generation Irish-
Catholic father romanced my Scottish-
Protestant mother with claims that his eyes
were as blue as the Lakes of Killarney.
He’d never been to Ireland, much less the
Lakes of Killarney, which rhymes with
blarney. The unsuspecting, but enamored
woman converted to Catholicism. They
had twelve children.

So, we Irish and friends should have
St. Valentine’s Day in the bag, so to speak.
Short of going to Ireland and visiting St.
Valentine’s ashes, just look to the Irish cul-
ture for ways to woo your love on Febru-
ary 14th. You could tell your honey about
how the “Patron Saint of Lovers” became
interned in Ireland. You can listen to Irish
love songs with your sweetheart or watch
the movie, The Quiet Man. The true
romantic could recite Irish poetry for
hours and hours and hours. All this should
be enough to impress your lad or lass. The
best of luck to you with these attempts at
romance. But, perhaps, just in case… you
may want to pick up a card.

Whitefriar Street Church is run by the
Irish Province of Carmelites. It is the
home of many religious shrines. It has a
website that provides 360 degree video
tours of the Church and is quite a treat to
visit. http://www.whitefriarstreetchurch.ie/

- Patricia McNamee Rosenberg
Patricia is a member of the

Shamrock Club State Advisory Board

FEBRUARY 4, 2016  •  7:00 PM
MILWAUKEE MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Irish Cultural and Heritage Center (2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue)

T T T
Chili Cook-off at 6:30 • Please bring a side dish or dessert to pass.

St. Valentine “of” Ireland.........................................................................................................
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TMilwaukee Calendar of EventsT
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

FEBRUARY
1   Irish Genealogical Society of Wisconsin meeting; Shorewood Library; 7 pm
4   Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Chili Cook-Off at 6:30 pm
5 Celtic Women Lecture; Mary Alice Tierney, Speaker; ICHC; 5:30-7 pm
12-21 Milwaukee Ballet Presents Oscar Wilde's Dorian Gray; Pabst Theatre;
Friday and Saturday, 7.30 pm; Sunday 1.30 pm

13 Milwaukee Irish Fest Kickoff; With the Next Generation Leahy; ICHC; 8pm; 
Call 414-476-3378 or info@irishfest.com

19-March 15 In Tandem Theatre presents the play Lamps for My Family by 
Michael Neville; Tickets: 414-271-1371; Tenth Street Theatre, 628 N. 10th St.

20 Spirit of Home: The Tastes of Ireland; ICHC Annual Fundraiser, whiskey
tasting & concert; ICHC; 6:30-10:30 pm

26-28 Midwinter Set Dance Weekend ; Teacher- Ultan Mulcahy; Music by 
Cream City Ceili; Capitol Ceili; Ceiltori Chicago; ICHC

MARCH
3    Shamrock Club Birthday Party and Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm
8 Celtic Women International Book Club; Paperboy; Hostess: Sheila Isakson;

ICHC; 1 pm
12 Shamrock Club's 31st Annual Mass in Honor of St. Patrick; St. Patrick’s

Church; 8.30 am
12 50th Annual Shamrock Club Parade; noon
12 Shamrock Club Post Parade Party; ICHC; 1-6 pm
18 We Banjo 3; Irish Cultural and Heritage Center; 7.30 pm
27 46th Annual Easter Rising Mass; ICHC, 2133 W Wisconsin; 9.30 am; 

Continental breakfast to follow

APRIL
7    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

Shamrock Club 
Parade Day Breakfast 

March 12, 2016..................................
A traditional Irish Breakfast will again
be served after mass and before the 
parade on March 12th, 2016. Cost for the
breakfast will be $10 in advance and $12
at the door. The cost of the bus to and from
mass is $5. Please make a reservation for
the breakfast as well as for the bus. A 
request for reservations will also be sent
out via email for those who do not attend
meetings regularly. We hope you will at-
tend parade day events.

We will be offering Irish Coffee ($4)
and Bloody Marys or Mollys ($5) as you
prefer. The cost for these beverages are
separate from the breakfast. Look for more
information soon. If you have any ques-
tions please email: ganowak@att.net or
call 414-940-9032.

Shamrock Club Post
Parade Party
March 12, 2016..................................

The Shamrock Club's annual Post
Parade Party will take place at the Irish
Cultural and Heritage Center, 2133 West
Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, on Saturday,
March 12, 2016. Planning is well under
way, although not finalized. Cost will stay
the same at $2.00 per person, $10.00 
family maximum.

We will again have music on ALL
floors of the ICHC.  We will also have
three locations for beer and beverages
throughout the building. Again, watch for
further email postings about the Post 
Parade Events. To volunteer or if you have
questions, please email ganowak@att.net
or call 414-940-9032.

- Glenn Nowak

Ulster Project Discover Your Irish
(Formerly Family Fun Night)
Friday March 4, 2016.................................................................

Join us on Friday, March 4th for Discover Your Irish – the main fundraiser for the Ulster
Project of Greater Milwaukee. It will be held at Mount Mary College, just south of 92nd
and Burleigh. The fun begins at 5 pm and ends at 10 pm. Delicious fish fry suppers are avail-
able for purchase. Great Irish dancing, silent auction, opportunity tables, and drawings for
our wonderful raffle prizes will be held throughout the evening. For a nominal fee, you may
also purchase a variety of beverages and desserts.
Many thanks to all the volunteers, dancers, musicians and attendees who worked behind the

scenes to make the 2015 Discover Your Irish Event a huge success. Dance schools for 2016
include: Cronin, Beglan, Kinsella, McMenamin, Trinity, Cashel Dennehy and Glencastle. Do
you know a teen who might be interested in participating in the Ulster Project this summer?
For more information, visit our website, https://sites.google.com/site/upmilwaukee



• Liturgy Sung by the Shamrock Club Choir

• Shamrock Club Color Guard Pipes & Drums

• Songs and Readings in Irish and English
• Sign Reader for the Hearing Impaired

For more information, please contact Chuck McLaughlin
at (414) 771-0458, or at chmclaughlin@att.net

SAINT
PATRICK

SAINT
PATRICK

Saturday, March 12, 2016
8:30 AM at St. Patrick’s Church
723 W. Washington Street

Milwaukee

31st Annual Mass In Honor of



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
February 15th to appear in the March issue).
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jane Cops
N1801 Van Cops Dr., Kaukauna 54130 

shamrockclub_54911@yahoo.com

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Glenn Nowak
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
ganowak@att.net; (414)466-8060 

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Brehm,
2577 Oakwood Ave., Green Bay  54301

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . Dana Horkan-Gant,
610 Vine St., Reedsburg 53959

email: willardana@yahoo.com; (608) 524-6821

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Dawn’s
Corner Cupboard..................................

Annual Chili Cook-off Contest!
Our dinner for the February meeting

will be chili made by our members.  Enter
your favorite chili!  Judging will be on
taste and presentation. If you are not
bringing chili, please bring a dish to pass
including crackers, chips, side dishes,
desserts, etc. by 6:15 pm so we can eat
around 6:30 pm.  Who will make the best
chili?

- Dawn Fleming
Sergeant-at-Arms

We Banjo 3
Friday, March 18 - 7:30 pm..................................
Continue the St. Patrick’s Day glow

with award-winning Galway band, We
Banjo 3. Composed of two sets of broth-
ers, David and Martin Howley and Enda
and Fergal Scahill have electrified concert
halls and festivals across Europe and
North America. The band toured Japan in
late 2015. They are an Irish Fest favorite
described by LiveIreland as the fest’s
“hottest show” following their first Mil-
waukee performance in 2012. 

Effortlessly combining the best of 
traditional Irish and bluegrass music along
with American old-time traditional in 
a style the award-winning band calls Celt
Grass, We Banjo 3 is “the Irish version 
of Chris Thile and Punch Brothers,” 
according to Michael Jonathon of NPR’s
Woodsongs Old Time Radio. 

Each member began playing music at
a young age and went on to win multiple
All-Ireland titles. Tenor banjo/mandolin
player Martin was awarded the All-Ireland
title seven times on the banjo, and was the
first Irish banjo player to perform at
Nashville’s Grand Ole Opry. His younger
brother David, the band’s guitarist and
charismatic lead vocalist, has toured Europe
with dance bands including Celtic Legends
and is known for virtuoso technical ability
as well as creativity and passion. 

A banjo wizard, Enda is a leading 
author on Irish banjo techniques and has
guested with the Chieftains and recorded
with Ricky Skaggs. Fergal is recognized
as one of the most renowned Irish fiddlers
and a virtuoso bodhrán player whose ex-
tended solos and playful onstage presence
reflect his enthusiastic personality. 
Tickets are $25 in advance, $28 on con-

cert day. Students with ID are $10. For
tickets and more information, go to
www.ichc.net or call (414) 345-8800. 

- Kathy Schultz

Milwaukee
President’s Message.................................
Happy February!

I was excited that we had a general
meeting in January. We have made it
through two months of winter and the start
of the Green Season is just around the 
corner! 

This is our 50th Parade Anniversary so
let's show the everybody how fantastic we
are! There will be many volunteering op-
portunities so once again, please be gen-
erous with your time and talents. Mike
Boyle, Julie Smith and Kathy Donovan
are the people to get in touch with to help
with the parade. Chuck McLaughlin is the
person to get in touch with to volunteer for
the St. Patrick's Day mass, and Glenn
Nowak and Sue Dushek are who you
shouldcontact to volunteer for the Post
Parade Party and scholarship raffle. 

Make sure to join us at the February
meeting as we will announce the 2016
Honorees.

Stay warm and hug your Sweethearts!

See you at the meeting!
- Mary Culver, President

T T T



St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade News..................................

Planning has begun for our 50th 
Annual Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in co-
operation with the Westown Association. 
Parade unit invitations were emailed out
around December 29th, and responses are
beginning to come in. Early confirmations
include the AOH, Neville-Dunn Post (for
their 50th consecutive year!), the Wiscon-
sin National Guard Challenge Academy
Drill Team, Navy Band/Great Lakes, and
the Milwaukee Dancing Grannies.

Commemorative 50th Annual Parade
pins have been ordered, and should be
here soon. They’ll sell for $5 each to raise
funds for the Parade. 

As always, we’re looking for help on
the parade, especially for banner carriers.
Visit the parade website (www.saint-
patricksparade.org) for more information,
or send me an email at:

parade@shamrockclubwis.com

March 12th is only a few short weeks
away – we’re working on a few surprises
to make the 50th Annual parade a special
one – make sure you’re there to be part of
the fun!

-Mike Boyle, Parade Director
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First Friday
Ceili Dances..................................

Join us at the Irish Cultural and Heritage
Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave., for
family Irish dancing at its best! Beginners
and all ages welcome. Instruction begins
at 7:30 pm. and continues all evening.
Music and dancing begin at 8 pm.
The dances are called, and direction is

given by one of the Midwest’s best ceili 
instructors, Gail McElroy.

February - June 2016
• Fri., Feb. 5 – Cream City Ceili
• Fri., March 4 – Ceol Cairde
• Fri., April 6 – Wise Maids
• Fri., May 6 – Ceol RíRá
• Fri., June 3 – Frogwater
Entrance is $8.00 for adults and $5.00

for students, seniors, and children. All 
proceeds benefit the work of the ICHC.

Nash’s Kazoo Band
Marches Again!..................................

Shamrock Club St.Patrick’s Parade 2016

A tradition in the earlier days of 
Shamrock Club’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade,
this fun-loving group always met with 
enthusiastic response from parade watch-
ers. Original sponsors of the band were
“Kit’n Josie” Nash, owners of Nash’s Irish
Castle, known as the home away from
home for Milwaukee Irish. This year
Conor Nash, grandson of Kit’n Josie, will
lead the band; what an honorable way to 
commemorate 1916 in Kit’s memory.

Can’t play a kazoo? Don’t have one?
Come to a “rehearsal” in the ICHC park-
ing lot on March 5 (weather permitting),
we’ll have ample extras available. Do you
prefer the tin whistle… have a bodhran?
All instruments are welcome. Can’t walk
well? Not to worry… our friend Ken
Tehan will have a flatbed float for you to
sit on and continue the merriment.

To register and for more information,
email Veronica Ceszynski at
irishv@ameritech.net (preferred) or call
me at 414-507-5935. Come! Help Nash’s
Kazoo Band pipe again.

- Veronica Ceszynski

Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800

Scholarship Raffle
Prizes Needed!..................................

The Post Parade Party raffle is our
biggest fundraiser every year to benefit the
scholarship fund.  We are asking for your
generous support this year with a donation
of a raffle prize(s) to be awarded.  Prizes
in the past have included:

• Gift baskets: Irish items, gourmet 
candy and foods, children’s items, etc.
• Handmade items: jewelry, knit wear, 
home decor, etc.
• Gift certificates from area merchants:   
stores, spa and salons, car washes, etc.
• Gift certificates from area restaurants 
• Event tickets: concerts, plays, 
sporting events, movies, etc.
• Bottles of liquor and wine
• Sports/entertainment equipment and 
apparel, etc.

This is just a list of suggestions.  The
possibilities are endless. One or more 
families can create a basket, and
individual items are welcome too, as we
will be putting together baskets as we
receive donations. Remember to ask the
businesses that you frequent or work for
to make a donation as well!

Remember, the Shamrock Club is a
501(c)3 organization, so your donations
are tax deducible.  Donors will receive
recognition for their generosity. All prize 
donations need to be received by March 5th.

- Sue Dushek & Glenn Nowak, 
Scholarship Raffle Chairs

Singers Needed..................................
Do you like to sing? Join us and sing

at the Mass in Honor of St. Patrick on 
Saturday, March 12 at 8:30 am. There will
be two practices: Feb. 28 and March 6th at
1:30 pm.  These practices will be held at
St. Patrick’s Church, 723 W. Washington
Street, Milwaukee.  

If you have any questions, please 
contact Maggie Blaha at: 
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com
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St. Patrick’s Church
Organ Fundraising..................................

St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church
was built beginning in 1893 and 
completed in 1895. The church was built
to serve the growing Irish immigrant
population in Milwaukee.  St. Patrick’s is
fortunate to have a very rare Schulke
organ -  one of only four like it in the
United States.  The organ underwent an
extensive restoration twenty-five years
ago. The bulk of the work on this two and
a half-year project was done by Shamrock
Club members Jerry Hill, Jack Noonan,
Erv Jankowiak and Joe Donovan. This
organ, which lends such beautiful music
for our mass every St. Patrick’s Day, is
once again in need of some repairs.

We are hoping to raise the money
needed for the repairs. The Shamrock
Club is accepting all donations.  Checks
should be made out to the Shamrock Club,
with “St. Patrick’s Organ Fund” written on
the memo line and can be mailed to the
Shamrock Club, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave.,
Milwaukee, WI  53233.  Please give 
generously.  It would be a shame to not be
able to have the organ played at our mass
this coming March.

For more information, please call
Chuck McLaughlin at 414-771-0458 
or email Maggie Blaha at 
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.

St. Patrick’s Mass
Donations..................................

The Shamrock Club will start accepting
donations for the March 12, 2016 St.
Patrick's Day Mass Book Memorials on
January 1, 2016.  You may give Joe
Hughes donations at the monthly club
meeting or -
Phone - 414-315-0631 (leave a message

with your name and phone number if Joe
does not answer)
Email - jhughes0317@yahoo.com  (in-

clude your name, phone number, and any
short message you would like used)
Address for mail orders - Joe Hughes,

6966 N. 86th Street, Milwaukee, WI  53224
THE LAST DAY TO ACCEPT 

DONATIONS IS MARCH 7, 2016

The Spirit of Home:
The Tastes of Ireland
ICHC Annual Fundraiser
February 20, 2016..................................

Come join us on Feb. 20th for the 
annual ICHC fund raiser. From 6:30 to
8:30 enjoy Irish whiskeys, craft beers, and
superb wines, as well as tastes of Irish
themed food selections. Myserk will 
provide Irish music during the tasting, and
at 9:00 everyone will gather in the 
Shamrock Club Parlor for a rousing
hooley with live music. A silent auction
will add to the fun. 

Tickets are only $40 per person or $70
for two people - a great value for food,
drinks, and entertainment! Proceeds will
go towards kicking off the Tierney Irish
Music Fund and funding new flooring in
the parlors. To order tickets, please go to
our website at www.ichc.net.

Savor the tastes that
remind you of home!

Advertise in the
Emerald Reflections

Contact
dpcanon@wi.rr.com for rates
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Celtic Women Lecture
February 5, 2016..................................

After 19 years, the First Friday lectures
will come to an end with the June presen-
tation.  There are still six lectures remain-
ing on the schedule.  The committee is
planning a special send-off for June  3rd
which features original poetry, a special
DVD of all the years and speakers, extra
special food and an invite to the 126 peo-
ple who have presented their various
Celtic cultures.
Beginning in September 1997 the lectures
have featured all seven Celtic heritages,
women, men, famous and non-famous,
local and international, musicians, dance,
crafts, authors, poets, politicians, artists,
and much more.
On April 1st we will celebrate the one-

hundredth anniversary of the Easter Rising;
it will highlight organ music of the popu-
lar songs of the day in 1916, commentary
by John Gleeson and a sing-along led by
Eamonn O’Neill.  Try not to miss it.
We hope that you will try to attend one

of the last lectures in 2016.  They will be
missed.
Topic:  “Reinventing Oneself on the

Shore of the Irish Sea”
Speaker: Mary Alice Tierney

“A very wise coach once told me that
when you are making changes in your life
or career, you should go away – alone, to
think about what you want tomorrow to
look like.  I was lucky enough to do just that
in a little fishing village on the Irish Sea.
We all go through changes in our lives,
some of our own making, some not.  But
the success of every transition in our lives is
really up to us.”  Mary Alice Tierney is a
fixture in the Milwaukee Irish community;
very active volunteering with Irish Fest:
chair of public relations/marketing and the
annual volunteer leadership retreat.
We will meet on February 5th from 5:30

-7 p.m. at the ICHC.  $3 admission.  Join us
for tea and treats and a couple of wonderful
hours.

- Jean Bills

In Tandem Theatre
Presents:

An Irish-American Play..................................
Lamps for My Family
by Michael Neville 

February 19 - March 13, 2016

From charismatic and heartfelt to
downright crazy, the Duddy family offers
a little bit of everything. After caring for
the last of his remaining family, Jack 
begins to pack up his childhood home,
where up to 20 family members once lived
under the same roof. Jack lets his family
have their say through the lamps that 
belonged to and now represent each 
member of his large and colorful Irish-
American family. Actor Mark Corkins
plays all the characters in this one man
show about revisiting the past in order to
discover one's future. This play is inspired
by some of the local playwright's actual
Irish-American family who lived in 
Milwaukee. Best suited for ages 16 and
over. 

For tickets call the Tenth Street Theatre
Box Office at 414-271-1371 or visit
www.InTandemTheatre.org

All performances will be held at Tenth
Street Theatre (628 N. 10th Street, 
Milwaukee, WI 53233). 

Hurling Club News..................................

The game of hurling is a tradition deep
rooted in the Irish culture.  Legend has it
that the sport dates back to 13th century
BC and has survived through many failed
attempts to destroy the Irish population
and culture.  In 1884, the Gaelic Athletic
Association (GAA) was formed to 
encourage participation in hurling and
other Gaelic games.  Now, 130 years later,
there are over 400 GAA clubs worldwide.  
One of the largest hurling clubs in the

world is located right here in Wisconsin,
the Milwaukee Hurling Club (MHC).  The
MHC was founded in 1996 when a small
group was first introduced to the game and
started to hold practices.  The following
year the club grew to 4 teams and began
holding regular games. Throughout the
years the MHC has grown to a member-
ship of over 350 people, and is supported
by many local sponsors such as the Sham-
rock Club.  This membership is comprised
of players from age 3 to 65 who make up
11 adult teams and 7 youth teams.  
From May to August, there are games

held almost every Sunday from sun up to
sun down at Brown Deer Park. Additionally,
each year there are exhibition matches at
Irish Fest outside the north gates.  Outside
of league play, the MHC has competed in
regional and national tournaments as a
registered member of the NAGAA (North
American Gaelic Athletic Association).
The women (Camogie) have won 4 Junior
Championships for Milwaukee and the
men have won 1 Junior C and 3 Junior B
Championships.  

While the fastest game on grass was
started many, many years ago across the
pond, it has found a place here in 
Milwaukee and the MHC have kept the
Irish tradition alive. We would like to thank
the Shamrock Club for being one of our
longest running sponsors, and for their
continued support of the MHC. For more
information regarding the Milwaukee Hurl-
ing Club, visit www.hurling.net or visit the
Milwaukee Hurling Club Facebook page.  

- Amanda Hanrahan

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

We will not meet in February, but will
resume on March 8th when we will 
discuss Paperboy by Tony Macaulay. Our
hostess will be Sheila Isakson.

On April 11th, Sharon Walsh will be
our hostess.  We will view the movie, The
Secret of Roan Inish, at this meeting.

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com



Annual Shamrock Club

Post Parade Party
Saturday, March 12th, 2016

1 - 6 pm n ICHC

Admission: $2.00 person, $10.00 Family Maximum. Under 5 Free.

Entertainment:
T Shamrock Club 

Color Guard Pipes &
Drums

T Irish Dancers

T Musical Groups
TBA

Serving: Beer, Soda, Water, Hot Dogs, Chips,

Reubens, Potato Soup, Cookies.





EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53223

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Mc Dermot’s Castle or Castle Island on Lough Key Boyle, County Roscommon \


