
On July 11, 1690, the Battle of the
Boyne took place, near Drogheda, County
Meath. The armies of King William II met
the armies of King James at the Boyne
River. The battle was the decisive
encounter in a war that was primarily
about James's attempt to regain the thrones
of England and Scotland, resulting from
the Invitation to William and William's
wife, Mary, to take the throne. It is regarded
as a crucial moment in the struggle between
Irish Protestant and Catholic interests.

James was William’s father-in-law and
cousin.  His wife, Mary, was James niece,
and William’s first cousin.  William and
Mary helped to depose James from the
throne in 1688. The Williamite forces, made
up of English, Dutch, Danish, and Scottish
forces, met the Jacobite forces, which
consisted of mostly raw Irish recruits. 

The next year, on July 22, 1691, the
same two monarchs’ armies met in a battle
that helped destroy the old Gaelic order of
Ireland. This battle was at Aughrim,
County Galway. The battle was one of the
bloodier recorded fought on Irish soil –
over 7,000 people were killed. It meant the
effective end of Jacobitism in Ireland, 
although the city of Limerick held out
until the autumn of 1691. The Williamete
forces were mainly English and Scottish
Protestants, and French Huguenots.  The
Jacobite troops were Irish Catholics and
French Royal troops.  The Irish were fight-
ing for the reinstatement of the Catholic
faith, to be equal to the Church of Ireland.
The Protestant Ascendancy fought to keep
the lands and titles they acquired during
the time of Cromwell. 

The original dates of the battles were
July 1 and July 12. After the change from
the Julian to the Gregorian calendar, ten
days were added to correct the dates. The
celebrations of July 12 for the Orange
Order went from the Battle of Aughrim to
the Battle of the Boyne, to match the dates.  

In 1882, Irish born artist John Mulvany
secured a commission from the Irish Club
of Chicago to paint The Battle of Aughrim.
John began preliminary sketches in Ireland
in 1882 and finished the piece in 1885.
Mulvany chose a dynamic moment for the
action of the painting, the momentary vic-
tory by Jacobite forces over the Williamite
army at Urraghry on July 12th, 1691, be-
fore their subsequent calamitous defeat on
the Hill of Aughrim in Co. Galway. 

In illustrating the weakest link in the
Jacobite position, Mulvany demonstrated
the bravery of the Irish as they took on the
superior forces of William. But when the
Jacobite (and French) commander,
Lieutenant Gen Charles St Ruth, was 
decapitated by a cannonball, what seemed
to be a victory became a rout. In a striking
prefiguration, the painting depicts a
Williamite soldier, in the center of the 
picture, staggering backwards as his head
is severed from his neck.

The painting was first exhibited in
Dublin, on Grafton Street, in 1885. The
Fenian and Irish National Land League
founder Michael Davitt saw the barely-dry
Battle of Aughrim he declared: “If I were
a wealthy man it should never leave Ire-
land.” But it was promised to the people
in Chicago, so it left Ireland. 

Mulvany was an interesting character in
his own right. He was born in Diralagh,
County Meath, in 1839 to tenant farmers,
Frances Lee and Thomas Mulvany. His
family moved to New York City in 1851,

when he was 12. He was old enough to
have witnessed and grasped the horrors of
the Irish Famine, which started in 1845.

As a child, he worked as a tow boy on
the Erie Canal. His sketching of the canal
scenes came to the attention of Professor
Juan Wandersford at the National Acad-
emy of Design in New York City. When
he was twenty, in 1859, Mulvany enrolled
in classes there. 

His eye for detail led him to work for
Matthew Brady, the Civil War photogra-
pher.  After the Civil War, Mulvany
worked for Samuel B. Fassett, a leading
photographer in Chicago. He submitted
paintings to exhibitions in New York,
Chicago and Philadelphia. 

Mulvany found a patron in St. Louis,
Samuel B. Coale, who financed his study
in Europe, where he enrolled in the Royal
Academy of Fine Arts, Munich, studying
with Alexander von Wagner, De Kaiser
and Carl Theodor von Piloty, then with
Jean-Léon Gerome in Paris. He also spent
time in Antwerp studying Rembrandts.
Mulvany won a medal for his efforts, and
returned to Chicago in the fall of 1871 just
before the devastating fire.

Over the next five years Mulvany
worked in Eldon, Iowa; St Louis, Mis-
souri; Denver, Colorado; and Louisville,
Kentucky, painting portraits and western
genre pictures. In 1876 he exhibited Pre-
liminary Trial of a Horsethief in New York
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JULY
6 Irish Emigration Library; ICHC, 2-6 pm
7    Shamrock Club Installation Dinner; Meyer’s Restaurant, 4260 S. 76th St., 

Milwaukee; Cocktails 5:00, Dinner 6:00
12  Celtic Women International Book Club; Lunch at Finn McGuire’s; 5171 S.

108th Street, Hales Corners
16 Badger State Feis; Pettit National Ice Center; 8 am
17 Cream City Feis; Pettit National Ice Center; 8 am
17 Milwaukee Hurling Club - Shamrock Club vs Silver Spring House; Brown

Deer Park; 2 pm
24 Milwaukee Hurling Club - Shamrock Club vs Ale House; Brown Deer Park;

12:30 pm
31 Milwaukee Hurling Club - Shamrock Club vs Irish Pub; Brown Deer Park;

12:30 pm

AUGUST
4    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30
9 Celtic Women International Book Club; viewing of the movie, Brooklyn;

Hostess: Sheila Isakson;  ICHC; 1 pm
13 Milwaukee Feis; UWM Union; 8 am
14 McMenamin Feis; UWM Union; 8 am
15-19 Milwaukee Irish Fest Summer School; Irish Fest Center; Edel MacBride;

Jimmy Keane; Cormac De Barra; Brian Miller; Sean Gavin; more
17 Tosa Tonight Annual Irish Fest Preview Night featuring JigJam and 

Skerryvore; Hart Park; 6 pm
18-21 Milwaukee Irish Fest; Summerfest Grounds; Dallahan, Trinity Irish 

Dancers; Cherish the Ladies; Cashel Dennehy Irish Dancers; Gaelic Storm; 
Kinsella Dancers; Beglan Dancers; Frogwater; Leahy's Luck; Glencastle 
Irish Dancers; Gleasons; High Kings; Red Hot Chilli Pipers; Reilly; Solas; 
We Banjo 3, Donal Clancey; Drowsy Lads; Kilkennys; JigJam; more

SEPTEMBER
1    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

Fall Hallamor
Concerts Preview..................................
Here is a sneak peak of two of the con-

certs coming to the Hallamor this fall.  A
third concert is in the works.  Tickets will
be available for purchase after July 1st.

DALLAHAN
Friday, Sept. 23, 7:30 p.m.

One of the fastest rising forces in in-
ternational folk music, Callahan  brings
audiences along on a musical journey that
mixes strong roots in traditional Irish
music with Scottish and Hungarian influ-
ences. The result is a seamless musical
montage that transcends from tender Tran-
sylvanian songs to punchy Irish dance
tunes littered with funk grooves. In addi-
tion to recent performances at Milwaukee
Irish Fest and Celtic Connections, the
quartet has collaborated with Scottish
singer-songwriter Dougie MacLean and
with the Royal Scottish National Orchestra. 

CATHIE RYAN
A Winter’s Heart: A Celebration of a
Traditional Irish American Christmas

Saturday, Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m.

An acclaimed Irish singer, Cathie and
her award-winning band will celebrate a
traditional Christmas along with honoring
the ancient rituals of the Winter Solstice
during this musical event. Cathie’s heart-
stirring vocals, virtuoso musicianship on
fiddle, mandolin, guitar and percussion, as
well as championship Irish dancing and
stories, will reveal the wealth of Irish tra-
ditions including leaving a candle in the
window to light loved ones home and
hunting for the wren on St. Stephen’s Day.

- Kathy Schultz
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Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................
Ladies and gentlemen, Shamrock Club

members and those with a Celtic heart,

Seems like a bit of  déjà vu  all over
again. First, my congratulations to the new
officers and board.To those that have stepped
down, thank you for your past service, and
to those who ran for elective office . . . thank
you stepping up to the line.  Your dedica-
tion to our organization is without peer.

We will have a full summer ahead of
us and we face a few challenges:

Let's get some folks out to the Fourth
of July Parade and "cheer on!" our Sham-
rock Club Color Guard Pipes and Drums.

Let's plan a family outing and get out
to watch the Shamrock Club Griffins, the
team sponsored by our Shamrock Club.

Let's get a committee together and get
the picnic organized: food, beverages, 
raffles, games, kid's stuff. That's five folks
willing to plan, make some phone calls and
do some shopping.

The Shamrock Club, OUR club, is like
many other groups. . . many  of our mem-
bers are stretched pretty thin, with respon-
sibilities and commitments to other Irish
Groups, Celtic groups, fraternal organiza-
tions and  above all - THE family. Let's not
even talk church committees,  golf leagues,
soccer matches, visits to ???

These members are busy because they
have stepped up in the past and they can be
relied upon to pitch in and get "Stuff" done. 
Did I mention we need a few new folks

to assist with Retail?   IRISH FEST is only
6 weeks away!

Did I mention we need a few new folks
to assist with the Membership tables at
IRISH FEST?
Did I mention YOU can have a boatload

of FUN doing these things with a little help
from family and friends? Volunteers get
FREE tickets and other benefits, not to
mention the club’s unending gratitude.
These are some of the challenges facing

us and as we step closer to a " New Sham-
rock Club Year."
We are going to make some new friends,

add members  AND HAVE FUN doing it.
Join Us!
See you at the Installation Dinner. Let's

plan some stuff...Let's DO some stuff!
Joe Hughes, President

Phrase of the Month..................................
Thank you!
To one person - Go raibh maith agat. 
"Guh rev mah uh-gut"
To more than one person: Go raibh maith
agaibh
"Guh rev mah uh-geev."

Installation Dinner
Thursday, July 7, 2016

Meyer’s Restaurant, Milwaukee
Cocktails (Cash Bar) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 pm
Dinner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 pm

Cost: $22 per person
Buffet dinner of broasted chicken and beef tips

with salad, assorted sides and dessert.

Tickets can be ordered at the June meeting or by emailing
Kim Nowak - kmnowak@att.net by June 25th.

Jackie’s
Corner Cupboard..................................
Hope everyone is enjoying the long,

warm days of summer. I want to say thank
you to Dawn for all of her hard work and
example as past Sargeant at Arms. There is
no July general meeting this month due to
the installation dinner. Looking ahead to
the August meeting, the theme is Summer
Picnic. Hot dogs and buns will be
provided. Please bring side dishes and
desserts to share. I am looking forward to
a fun year ahead. Thank you for your
support.  - Jackie Konkol

Sergeant-at-Arms

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

On July 12th, we will enjoy lunch at
Finn McGuire’s, 5171 S. 108th Street,
Hales Corners.

We will enjoy a viewing of the movie,
Brooklyn, on August 9th. Our hostess will
be Sheila Isakson.

Maeve Binchey’s novel, Scarlet
Feather, will be our topic on September
13th, hosted by Rosemary Walsh,

On Saturday, October 15th we will head
to Chicago to attend IBAM at the Chicago
Irish Heritage Center.

The Hangman’s Beautiful Daughter by
Sharyn McCrumb will be our topic on No-
vember 8th.  Pat Powers will be our host.

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com

SCCGPD Report..................................
Our summer got off to a great start with

marching in the Elm Grove Memorial Day
Parade.  They always have a good crowd
and the weather was perfect.  If you
missed us in Elm Grove, we have three
parades coming up in July where you
could cheer us on:  

Monday, July 4th
Glendale - 10:30am
Saturday, July 16th

Port Washington Fish Day - 10:00am
Saturday, July 30th

South Milwaukee Heritage Days -
11:00am

In August, we plan to perform at Chill
on the Hill on Tuesday, the 16th, and then,
of course, all three days of Irish Fest from
the 19th to the 21st.  If you or anyone you
know would like to join us, please
contact me at 414-234-0653 or
malkin218@gmail.com.                                              

- Malkin Wallace, Director



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
July 15th to appear in the August issue.)
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . .P.O. Box 1632, Appleton 54912

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Maggie Blaha, 
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com; (414)344-0688 

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Brehm,
2577 Oakwood Ave.., Green Bay  54301

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ellen Dargel,
E9899 Trophy Tr., Reedsburg 53959; (608) 356-7646;

email: ghdemd70@gmail.com

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Hurling Club News.......................................................................
The Shamrock Club Griffins roster for

2016 is as follows:

Matthew (HiHof) Mangan; David 
Morrow; Ronnie Hansen; Logan Kittle;
Rory O’Sullivan; Joseph Carroll; Nolan
Smith; Nathan Baumann; Ty Carroll;
Jeffrey Serrano; Sara Koenig; Reiley
Hofschulte; Rob Hoverman; Allison
Kavanagh; AJ Varelas. The team is
captained by AJ Varelas and Matt Mangan.

- Brian Witt

Matches for late June and July are as
follows: 
June 26 - vs Three Lions; 2 pm
July 17 - vs Silver Spring House; 2 pm   
July 24 - vs Ale House; 12.30 pm
July 31 - vs Irish Pub; 12.30 pm
Matches are played at Brown Deer Park.
The Shamrock Club Youth team is

coached by Michelle Varelas again in
2016.  The Youth team plays Schley’s
every other week. 
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City. This painting, reportedly sold for
$5000, won him national recognition and
a reputation as a Western painter. Other
western-themed works include Lynch Law
– Comrade’s Appeal (1877); Scouts of the
Yellowstone, (1877); and Back to the
Wigwam, (1881). 

The Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876
piqued his interest. His early training as a
battlefield artist served him well in this
production. He traveled west to Montana
and went to work on what was to be titled,
Custer’s Last Rally, which he finished in
1881. The painting toured the United
States for seventeen years, before being
taken out of circulation by Pittsburgh
magnate H. J. Heinz.  

It was in Chicago where Mulvany be-
came heavily involved in Clan na Gael,
the American based Irish liberation group
that was founded in 1869. After the Custer
painting, Mulvany received a commission
for the Battle of Aughrim, which was
coming up on its bicentennial, from the
Irish Club of Chicago. Mulvany went to
Ireland to do preliminary sketches in
1882. He then went to London to study the
uniforms of the British Army at the Tower
of London.  However, this was 1885, just
days before it was bombed by the Irish Re-
publican Brotherhood, who were in the
midst of a bombing and dynamite cam-
paign in England. While there, Mulvany,
whose Irish nationalistic politics were well
known, had an arrest warrant issued. Mul-
vany fled to Paris, with the painting. 

In Paris, he had the painting commis-
sioned for rotogravure. He then went to
London where the painting was exhibited
on Grafton Street prior to being shipped to
Chicago.

However, back in the Windy City, the
divisiveness in Clan na Gael was making
life difficult. His commission by the Irish
Club of Chicago was rescinded due to his
involvement in internecine fighting within
the Chicago branch in 1886.  The open
hostility in the CnG led to the assassination
in 1889 of his good friend and sponsor, Dr.
PatrickHenryCronin.Mulvany headed West.

He painted in twenty-one cities before
heading to Brooklyn. He often left com-
pleted paintings behind. While on his
western sojourn, he met and married a
widow, Ellen Welch, but divorced two
years later. 

After Mulvany moved to Brooklyn, he
set up a studio, where he completed six

continued from page 1 major works and replicated Custer’s Last
Rally.  He died in 1906, drowning after
falling from a boat. He was 66 years old,
suffering from throat cancer, vertigo and
alcoholism. He is buried in Calvary Ceme-
tery, Queens, New York.

But the story continued. The Battle of
Aughrim was last publicly seen in 1914 in
Denver. Then it disappeared from view.
Professor Niamh O’Sullivan, who teaches
visual culture at the National College of
Art and Design in Dublin, had been
searching for the painting for years.  She
had been writing a biography of Mulvany.
She was searching eBay for it, and it
showed up for sale. The seller was in San
Francisco, and she and Mulvany’s great-
grandniece flew to California to view. 

The painting has been acquired by the
Gorry Gallery in Dublin. The Gorrys are
restorers of paintings. Ironically, when it
went on display, it was around the block
from where it was first shown in 1885. 

Thus did the painting go full circle. The
mystery was solved, one that most people
didn’t know existed. 

- Brian Witt

Sunshine Report..................................
Long time club member and former

Irishman of the Year, Joe Donovan,
passed away on Saturday, June 18th. His
funeral will be held Friday, July 8th at
Christ King Church, 92nd and Center,
Wauwatosa. Visitation will begin at 9:30
am with mass following at 11:00.  Our
deepest condolences to Joe’s nephew, Bob
Donovan, and the Donovan family.

Sharon Murphy’s mom passed away
on June 9th.  Services will be held in July.
We extend our sympathy to Sharon and
her family.
Glenn Nowak’s father, Edward, passed

away on June 11th. Ed was club members
Nick and Jacob Nowak’s grandfather.
Our deepest condolences to the Nowak
family. 

Bob Towne and Mike Moze spent
some time in the hospital.  Both of them
seem to be doing better with our prayers
supporting them.  

Pam Canon’s dad is in hospice in
Oshkosh. Prayers can be used by Betty
Mikush and Gretta Comiskey.
June Birthdays include Josh Walton,

Dave Knight, Mary Moze and Mary
McAndrews.
If you have Sunshine news, please email

it to: slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.
- Maggie Blaha, Sunshine Chair

Retail..................................
Help Wanted

New Retail Chair or Co Chairs Needed
Contact Mary Culver or Joe Hughes

Treasurer Mary Moze presents Ashley
Southerland with a Shamrock Club

Scholarship at the June general meeting.

Upcoming Feiseanna..................................
There will be two Feiseanna in July.

The first is the Badger State Feis, on July
16th, sponsored by Sharon Murphy. It will
be held at the Pettit National Ice Center.
There will also be a Mass at the Pettit
Center at 4:30pm on Saturday.

http://www.badgerstatefeis.com

The second is the Cream City Feis, held
to benefit Kinsella Academy of Dance. It
will also be held at the Pettit National Ice
Center, on Sunday, July 17th. The Pettit 
Center is located at 500 South 84th Street, 
Milwaukee.

http://www.thecreamcityfeis.com

In August, the 27th annual Milwaukee
Feis takes place on Saturday, August 13th,
at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
– Student Union, 2200 E. Kenwood Blvd,
Milwaukee, WI.   

http://www.milwaukeefeis.com

And the Sixth Annual McMenamin
Academy Feis will be held on Sunday, 
August 14, 2016 at the UWM Union. 

http://midadance.com



EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53223

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Shamrock Club Youth Hurling Team in Action.
Photo by Brian Witt                                                                                                                              


