
The Color Guard of the Shamrock Club
of Wisconsin was organized by Kit Nash
for the first St. Patrick’s Day parade in
1966. For 16 years Kit led the Shamrock
Club down Wisconsin Ave. and Mitchell
Street for the St. Patrick celebration. Kit
retired from the Color Guard in 1982. 
The group grew in size, and  at the Elm

Grove  Memorial Day parade in 1982  the
new Color Guard made its debut! Some
forty club members marched proudly
behind. In the 1983 St. Patrick’s Day
parade, the new uniform of kilts and berets
made their debut.
Over the years, the group evolved to 

become a full-fledged Pipe and Drum unit.
In 1988, we were one of the few American
groups to march in the Dublin Millenium
St. Patrick's Day Parade. Other parades the
our group has appeared in over the years 
include the Savannah, New Orleans, and
New York City parades.
In 1997, the name was changed to the

Shamrock Club Color Guard, Pipes and
Drums to reflect the new status as a pipe
band, as well as a ceremonial and honor guard.

In April, 2001, longtime director,
Chuck McLaughlin, retired from the
SCCPD ranks. His leadership and vision
made the group a world class organization.
Jim Dickmann took over the reins of the
Color Guard until January, 2003. At that
point, Richard Pfeiffer became the third
director of the Color Guard. Under the 
direction of Richard Pfeiffer, the group
made appearances in Savannah, GA, St.
Patrick's Day Parades for two years in a row.
They also marched in San Antonio, TX.
In September, 2009, Richard Pfeiffer

stepped down as director of the SCCGPD.
Dan McCormack was named his temporary
successor. In December, 2009, Rand
Harteau was named the new director. Dan
McCormack was named pipe major. Noel
Tylla took over as pipe major in 2012.

SEPTEMBER 4, 2014  •  7:00 PM
MILWAUKEE MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Irish Cultural and Heritage Center (2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue)

T T T
Snacks served at 6:30 • Please bring an hors d’oeuvre or dessert.

Shamrock Color Guard Pipes and Drums.........................................................................................................
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We are both an honor guard as well as
a pipe band. We represent the Shamrock
Club in parades throughout the state and
country. We provide an honor guard for
weddings funerals, and official receptions.
We also log a few thousand miles a year in
parades, carrying the flags of Ireland, the
United States, and the Shamrock Club, as
well as other colors.



T Milwaukee Calendar of Events T
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

SEPTEMBER
4 Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting;  ICHC; 7 pm, Snacks at 6:30
5 Celtic Women First Friday Lecture; Maggie Blaha, Speaker; ICHC; 5:30-7 pm
9  Celtic Women International Book Club; The Calling of Mother Adelli, by 

Zoe Keithley;  Hostess: Rosemary Walsh; ICHC; 1 pm
18 AOH “Taste of Ireland” Fundraiser; Turner Hall, 1034 N. 4th St.; 5:30 pm
27 Monthly set dance; Irish Heritage Cultural Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave;

music by Limerick Orange and Green; 7:30 pm;

OCTOBER
2    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm, Snacks at 6:30
3 Celtic Women First Friday Lecture; Jane Anderson, Speaker; ICHC; 5:30-7 pm
4 Fall Highland Gathering - Traditional Scottish Ceilidh and Solo Piping 

Competition; Dinner; Live Entertainment by Ceol Cairde; Stepdancing by
Beglan School; Piping Competition; Klemmer's Banquet Center, 10401 West
Oklahoma Avenue; 10 am

14  Celtic Women International Book Club; Scandal in Skibbereen, by 
Sheila Connolly;  Hostess: Sheila Isakson; ICHC; 1 pm

25 Monthly set dance; Irish Heritage Cultural Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave;
music TBA; 7:30 pm;

25 Hallamor Concert; ICHC; 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave; Tartan Terrors; 7:30 pm;

NOVEMBER
6    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm, Snacks at 6:30
7 Celtic Women First Friday Lecture; Theresa Staab, Speaker; ICHC; 5:30-7 pm
11  Celtic Women International Book Club; A Lucky Irish Lad, by Kevin O’Hara; 

Hostess: Pat Powers; ICHC; 1 pm
21-23 International Holiday Folk Fair; State Fair Park
22 Monthly set dance; ICHC, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave; music by TBA; 7:30 pm;
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Ron’s
Corner Cupboard..................................
The September meeting will feature

"hor d'oeuvres".  The club will furnish a
couple of hot hor d'oeuvres, and is asking
the members of the club to bring either an
hor d'oeuvre or a dessert.

We will have a vote on the favorite in
each category with a small prize for each
winner.  Bragging rights should be the
main motivator...

I realize not everyone is necessarily
handy in the kitchen, but please give it a
shot...

- Ron Danielson
Sergeant-at-Arms

ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, Second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following: T Session -
O’Donoghue’s, Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in
Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays:
áthas and Myserk; County Clare Inn; 6 PM T Sundays: áthas; Brocach Milwaukee T

Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800



Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................
I can't believe it - another Irish Fest

gone for the year!  Beautiful weather, 
fantastic music and artists, showing our
incredible Celtic heritage in it's wonderful
glory. But it's the fabulous members of our
Club that really make me smile!  Over and
over I hear from folks how the Shamrock
Club volunteers are everywhere working
tirelessly to create this magnificent event
year after year! Thank you all!!!! 
The SCCGPD were spectacular. They

make a wonderful sight opening Irish Fest
by playing at the main gate to welcome
all. What a wonderful compliment to us
that we are the first pipe band and color
guard visitors see on Saturday afternoon.
Then of course we lead every parade and
begin mass on Sunday with our performance
afterwards. Thank you to all of my fellow
SCCGPD for your time and talents. You
set us apart by  giving our Club another
facet for people to share their talents! Just
a quick shout out to my son, Lance Corp
Sean Cavanaugh. It was so much fun
having you home for the weekend and
joining in playing your pipes. I miss seeing
you in a green kilt! 

By the time you'll all be reading this
addition of the ER we will have had our
annual Shamrock Club picnic. The 
Shamrock Club Griffins are in the semi-
finals so I hope you came out to cheer
them on. 
Next up in September we start getting

ready for Holiday Folk Fair. This year’s
theme is all about the artisans of our cultures.
I'm excited that Mary MacAndrews has
agreed to help me put together a beautiful
Cultural Booth showing off our Irish
Artists. I know we'll have knitting displays,
but if you have any ideas feel free to chat
with Mary and see how you can help!  I'd
also like to revamp the look of our Irish
Cafe so it goes along with the Artisans
theme.  Let me know if you have any ideas
or items to display. 

With our very rich history of 
fellowship for our Irish heritage we have
loved, laughed, and shared with our many
friends made throughout the years. We
have lost too many of those members 
and their families this last month. Please
keep them in your prayers and hug those
that are still earth bound just a little longer
than normal.

I'll see you all soon!
- Mary Culver, President

Tartan Terrors
Saturday, October 25th, 7:30 pm..................................
Celebrate Oíche Shamhna, the Celtic

ancestor of Halloween, with the ICHC 
return of the dynamic band Tartan Terrors.
The six-member group from Canada
mixes rock music's energy with traditional
folklore, dance and humor, all fueled by
an arsenal of pipes, fiddle, driving drum
tones and signature guitar styles.   

Formed in 1998, members of Tartan
Terrors have performed for festivals,
Highland games and performance spaces
on four continents and the band was 
featured on Good Morning America. Each
of the members has a long list of impressive
individual projects. Ellen is a highly 
regarded choreographer and dance teacher
and has been involved in numerous 
theatrical and festival productions.  Ian has
had a long career in the performing arts 
including work in film and television.
Daniel, Jake Jon and Phill are well-known
for work in musical genres ranging from
classical to jazz and rock to Celtic. 

Wearing costumes is encouraged!
The popular downtown Milwaukee

McGillicuddy’s Bar and Grill will be
serving tasty food beginning at 6:30 p.m.
and continuing through intermission.
Tickets for the show are $24 in advance,

$28  on concert day and $15 for students
with ID. To order online, visit
www.ichc.net. Tickets may also be 
ordered by calling (414) 345-8800.

- Kathy Schultz
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Milwaukee
Membership News..................................
Well another month has come and

gone. And what a hectic month it has been,
Irish Fest, old members passing and new
members joining us, and the Highland
games right around the corner. 
I would like to thank ALL of those who

helped at the membership table at Irish
Fest. We signed up several new members
and passed on some contact information
to our chapters statewide. I also would like
to thank the many, many of our members
who volunteered to help Irish Fest. No
matter where you turned or looked,
Shamrock Club members were there.
We will have a table in the cultural area

at Highland Games, so stop out and see us
if you attend.

As I mentioned, we have lost several
long time members over the past month,
some who came as a shock to us all and
some who we have known to be in failing
health for a while, either way it’s never
easy to say goodbye, especially to so
many, so close together. 
As part of the Honor Guard for one of

the funerals, I would personally like to
thank Eric & Ryan Dushek, and Jacob
Nowak, who had been helping setup Irish
Fest, when the call came for an Honor
Guard, for one of the funerals.  They chose
to join myself in this important function of
the Shamrock Club Color Guard Pipes and
Drums. I have received compliments from
the funeral director, the family, and from
our piper, Craig Hastings, of the Milwaukee
Fire and Police, about the boys, and feel
these “compliments” need to be shared
with all of you. So again I say THANK
YOU to the three of you, as a father,
friend, and mentor. You are the future of
the Shamrock Club, and with young folks
like you as part of our club, the future is
looking bright.

- Glenn Nowak
Membership Chair
Milwaukee Chapter



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
September 15th to appear in the Oct. issue.)
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . .P.O. Box 1632, Appleton 54912

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Glenn Nowak
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
ganowak@wi.rr.com; (414)466-8060 

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Brehm,
2577 Oakwood Ave.., Green Bay  54301

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . Dana Horkan-Gant,
610 Vine St., Reedsburg 53959; (608) 524-6821;

email: willardana@yahoo.com

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

At our  September 9th meeting we will
be discussing The Calling of Mother
Adelli, by Zoe Keithley. The hostess will
be Rosemary Walsh.

On October 14th our hostess will be
Sheila Isakson and the topic will be 
Scandal in Skibbereen, by Sheila Connolly.

Our hostess for our November 11th
meeting will be Pat Powers.  We will be
discussing the book,  A Lucky Irish Lad,
by Kevin O’Hara.

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com

Sunshine Report..................................
Peter Dundon, Shamrock Club 

president in 1992 and 1998 Irishman of
the Year, died Saturday, July 26th at age
73 years.
Richard Stover, former member of 

the Shamrock Club Color Guard was
found dead on July 28th.  Richard was
also Parade Marshal in 2005.  

Donna Towne Glover, daughter of
members Bob and Judy Towne died 
August 16, 2014.  Donna is the mother of
Ryan and Rachel Glover.  Our prayers go
out to all of these families.
Clay Culver was 17 on August 15th.
Robert Donovan was 96 on August

19th.  His son, Bob Donovan, announced
his bid for mayor of Milwaukee.  Bob is
the first member of the Club to run for that
position.
Lillian Royman was five years old on 

August 11.  She is the granddaughter of
Matt and Lisa Cohen.

Jane Maher celebrated her 94th 
birthday in August.  She is active in Irish
Fest, is a founder of the Irish Genealogical
Society of Wisconsin and was Irish Rose
in 1993.

- Maggie Blaha, Sunshine Chair
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Irish Fest Director Patrick Boyle
addresses the Shamrock Club

at the August Meeting

Rod Vick author of Green Storm
stopped for a visit at our Retail
booth with his lovely daughter

Haley, who was the inspiration for
his Irish dancing series.

Shamrock Club
Honoree Dinner..................................

The Honoree Dinner will take place
on Sunday, October 5th at Meyer’s
Restaurant at 4260 S. 76th Street. Cash
bar will open at 5:30 with dinner at 6:30.

There are three main dish choices:
Broasted Chicken, Roasted Pork Loin,
and Veggie Stir-fry.  Everyone will receive
a fresh garden salad, bakery fresh bread,
mashed potatoes, sage dressing, chef’s
vegetable of the day, cranberry sauce and
dessert. Milk, tea and coffee will also be
offered.
The price is $20.00 per person or $35.00

per couple.  Payment can be made at the
general meeting or the night of the event
either by check,  cash or credit card. There
will be a sign up sheet at this month’s 
general meeting or you can call or e-mail
Kim Nowak at kmnowak@wi.rr.com or
(414)466-8060.  

Please join us as we honor our very 
deserving 2014 Irish honorees.
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AOH“Taste of Ireland”
September 18th..................................

Join the Ancient Order of Hibernians
on September 18, 2014 at Turner Hall for
a brand new event celebrating half way to
St. Patrick's Day with food, music and fun
the Irish way

Highlights of the evening include: food
tastings from the absolute best Irish
Restaurants/Pubs in the community 
(including an Irish Stew competition),
great Irish music, Irish dancers and plenty
of Irish hospitality! Enjoy all you can 
eat food from eight different Irish
Restaurants/Pubs who will each prepare
an Irish stew and a dish of their choosing.
Awards will be handed out for the best
stew and the best other dish.
The purpose of this event is to support

AOH's mission to promote Friendship,
Unity and Christian Charity among its
members, as well as to foster ideals 
and cultivate the history of the Irish
throughout our community. All proceeds
from the event will go to support Catholic
education in Milwaukee through Saint
Rose, Notre Dame Middle School and 
Nativity Jesuit. 
The evening’s activities begin at 5:30

pm, and tickets can be ordered through the
Pabst Theater website at:
pabsttheater.org/show/tasteofireland2014

For more information please see Bob
Towne.

Pete Fleming

Insurance Repair Specialists
The Professionals for 

Fire Damage Repair since 1958

416 West Walnut Street

Milwaukee, WI 53212

Phone - 24 Hours

414-264-7470

Fax 414-263-1316

Shamrock Club Member

Advertise in the
Emerald Reflections

Contact
dpcanon@wi.rr.com for rates

Celtic Women Lecture
September 5, 2014..................................

Maggie Blaha is the 23rd in a long
line of Irish Roses, honored by the 
Shamrock Club of Milwaukee and dating
back to 1973 and the first honoree, Jeanne
McCue.
Topic:  “Sisterhood of the Irish Rose”

Speaker:   Maggie Blaha

The women so recognized would 
comprise a “who’s who” category of
proud Celtic Women. Maggie has been an
unofficial mother hen to this group for
many years. She will describe some of
them, and why the group is a sisterhood to
be proud of.
All lectures are held from 5:30 - 7:00

p.m. at the Irish Cultural and Heritage
Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue, 
Milwaukee. Parking is available in the lots
off the 23rd Street alley. This is our 18th
year of lectures without interruption. The
public is invited as always. We offer tea
and snacks and promise a delightful 
couple of hours. $7 admission.

- Jean Bills
new e-mail address: JeanKBills@aol.com

Color Guard
Pipes and Drums..................................
Another year, another Irish Fest, and

what an Irish Fest it was.  Noel was back
at the helm this year, and led us effort-
lessly between each performance.  The
parades showcased a particularly fun drum
move from our snare drummers.  We also
had a guest return for the weekend, with
Mary Culver's son Sean back in the ranks.
With flags flying high, we marched
through the grounds.  
Throughout the weekend, we received

several compliments on our organization,
and had many people interested in what
we do.  If you see a member of the color
guard, pipes, or drums, make sure to tell
them hi, and thank you.  Better yet, why
don't you join!  We are always looking to
increase our numbers, be it in the color
guard, pipes, or drums.  Wearing a kilt,
representing our heritage and the club, is
always an honor.  Come join us, and 
experience the fun!  
We are looking to do one more parade

in September, but then we'll be working on
our skills over the winter months with our
partner organizations Celtic Nations and
Fire and Police Pipes and Drums.  So 
consider becoming a member, and let us
teach you!

- Christine Krzyzewski

First Friday
Ceili Dances..................................

Join us at the Irish Cultural and Heritage
Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave.., for
family Irish dancing at its best! Beginners
and all ages welcome. Instruction begins
at 7:30 P.M. and continues all evening.
Music and dancing begin at 8 P.M.
The dances are called, and direction is

given, by one of the Midwest’s best ceili 
instructors, Gail McElroy.

September – December 2014
• Fri., Sept. 5 – Frogwater
• Fri., Oct. 3 – áthas
• Fri., Nov. 7 – RíRá 
• Fri., Dec. 5 – Cream City Ceili
Entrance is $8.00 Adults, and $5.00

for Students, Seniors, and Children. All 
proceeds benefit the work of the ICHC.
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Honoring Our Shamrock Club Irish Fest Volunteers.........................................................................................................

Photos by Jean Bills, Pam Canon,
Mary Culver and Sue Dushek

T

Sue and Ryan Dushek
Sam Bastian and Terri Dineen

Erin Canon

Del and Pam Canon

Ron Danielson, Mary Koehler
and Dan Konkol

Jean Bills, Kathy Donovan, Mary Fisher, 
Noreen Barclay and Laura Fisher

Mary Moze, Maggie Blaha, Mike Moze
and Alex Marshman

Heather Carroll and 
John Fisher



EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53223

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Saint Bridget and Saint Patrick (aka Shamrock Club members Mary Culver and Pete Fleming)
marched in the parades at Irish Fest.

Photo by Pam Canon


